
MINUTES OF REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING OF OWOSSO CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD 
July 8, 2019 

410 S. Delaney Road 
Owosso, MI  48867 

 
The Owosso Charter Township Board of Trustees met in regular session on Monday, July 8, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Township Board Room located at 410 S. Delaney Road, Owosso, Michigan 48867 
 

1.  CALL TO ORDER 
Supervisor Schweikert called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

2.  ROLL CALL 
PRESENT:  Supervisor Schweikert, Treasurer Cudney, Clerk Skvarenina, Trustee Archer, Trustee Krajcovic. 
ABSENT: Trustee Ardelean, Trustee Chrenka 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Attorney Lynne Bowne; Fire Chief Dave Johnson; Battalion Chief Mike Thornburg; Battalion 
Chief Mike Ardelean; MMR Matt Kehn. 
 

3.  AGENDA 
Clerk Skvarenina added to 13. New Business.. C. Laura Lane and D. Mowing on Robi & Etta. Treasurer Cudney 
made a motion to accept the Agenda with additions with a second from Trustee Archer.   Motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
4.  MINUTES:  June 10, 2019  

Trustee Krajcovic made a motion to accept the June 10, 2019 regular Board draft minutes with a second by 
Treasurer Cudney.   Motion passed unanimously. 
 

5. FINANCIAL REPORT:  June 30, 2019 
Trustee Archer made a motion to accept the June 30, 2019 Financial Reports with a second by Clerk Skvarenina.    
Roll call was taken and passed unanimously. 

 
6. PUBLIC COMMENTS  

1. Terry Smigelski, 828 W. Wilkinson Road, asked if the township has a weed ordinance. Mr. Smigelski has a 
neighbor, 812 W. Wilkinson Road, that has mowed his lawn three times this year. Supervisor Schweikert 
replied that the township weed ordinance states that grass should not be taller than 8 inches. At that time, 
the weed control person will be contacted and the process to remedy the situation started. 

2. Terry Smigelski also said that Sharon (Jerry) McAllister would like to donate a tree in Jerry’s honor, to be 
planted at either Station #1 or Station #2. Jerry was one of the first firemen employed by Owosso Township, 
and passed away June 10, 2019. 

 
7. CEMETERY REPORT 

Revenue for June 2019 was $1200. Report is available and on file at the township hall. 
 

8.  FIRE REPORT 
Department responded to 22 calls in June, for a total to date of 76 runs.  Training was Water Supply and pump 
operations. The Truck Committee traveled to Snyder, Nebraska to inspect the body of the new fire engine. The 
expected date for the new truck to be ready is the last week on August. New concrete has been poured at 
Station #2. Firefighters participated in the funeral for Jerry McAllister. Jerry was one of the original members of 
the Owosso Township Fire Department and retired as Capitan. Fire Officers participated in a Mass Shooting 
Training course at Baker College. Firefighters also took trucks to the County Fair Grounds for the “Touch a Truck” 
event. Fire Chief Johnson reported that the new ISO has been reclassified to a 5. This will lower the Insurance 
rate for many residents. Also, the new State Fireworks law that has cut the number of days fireworks are 
allowed, from 30 days to 12 days, has to be adopted by the township in order for the ordinance to be enforced. 
 



9. AMBULANCE REPORT                                                                                                                                                          
MMR representative Matt Kehn presented the May report – 36 transports for Owosso Charter Township; 10 for 
Rush Township; 2 for Bennington Township with 9 mutual aid and 2 Fairfield Township.    Complete report is on 
file at Township hall. 

 
10.  BUILDING INSPECTOR / CODE ENFORCER REPORT 

Total of 16 permits, $5267 permit fees.   Building / Zoning Report is on file and available at the Township hall. 
 

11.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
A. Update:   Wind Energy 

Nothing new. 
 

B. Precinct 2 Driveway 
Supervisor Schweikert has written a letter to the Shiawassee County Drain Commissioner, Tony Newman so 
we can get an application from the Michigan Department of Energy and Great Lakes for a permit.   
 

C. Marijuana Law 
Starting November 1st, the ability to establish recreational Marijuana facilities will be legal. Trustee Krajcovic 
made a motion to ban recreational marijuana with the first reading to be August 12, 2019 with support from 
Supervisor Schweikert. Motion passed unanimously. 
 

D. Water Tower Quotes 
Supervisor Schweikert reported that we are still on track for Iseler Demolition to cut up and remove the 
tower in August for the $14,400 that was quoted.  
 

E. Sewer Rates 
Trustee Archer recommended to the board to increase the quarterly sewer billing to $100 per unit from $78 
per unit. With the increases that are coming, Trustee Archer believes that we will not have to raise the 
quarterly billing for at least two years. The City of Owosso is trying to get grants and loans, but Owosso 
Charter Township has a responsibility to be better prepared for the future. Trustee Archer feels that we 
need to look at the fees yearly. Treasurer Cudney made a motion to increase the quarterly sewer rate to 
$100 per unit, to begin October 1, 2019, with the first reading to be August 12, 2019. Trustee Krajcovic 
supported the motion. Roll call taken and passed unanimously. 
 

F. Code Enforcing 
Planning Commissioner Bob Delaney has spoken to Wayne Lutze, a Corunna Policeman, about interviewing 
for the Code Enforcement position. Mr. Lutze also is the Code Enforcer for the City of Corunna, so he is 
familiar with the position. Two dates, July 22 and July 23 were discussed as possible dates for an interview. 
Planning Commissioner Delaney will reach out to Mr. Lutze to see which date works for him and set up a 
date and time. 
 

G. Replacement Tree for Babcock 
Supervisor Schweikert called the resident on Babcock regarding replacing the tree that had to be removed 

when replacing the water main, and requested that he attend a board meeting.  

 

H. Keifer Water Lines 
Supervisor Schweikert is still waiting for information. It appears that something is going on in that area. 
Treasurer Cudney is working on a list of who in Owosso Charter Township is hooked up to city water.  There 
is a question regarding if LAFCU is hooking up on Keifer or Chestnut.  Supervisor Schweikert will reach out to 
City of Owosso Director of Public Works, Glenn Chinavare. 
 
 
 



 
12.  NEW BUSINESS 

A. Shiawassee County Clerk Wilson 
County Clerk, Caroline Wilson, passed out the new County Directories. The All Service Center date that took 
place in March, was very successful. Clerk Wilson is trying to set up another All Service Center Date in 
October. One late night is also being considered. Point and Pay Credit Card system is now being considered. 
The Secretary of State office is mandating that everyone will have to have the gold star on your driver’s 
license or ID card by October 2020. You have to have your birth certificate or a passport in order to get the 
gold star. Clerk Wilson also spoke about Proposal 3. This allows people to not have to have a reason to not 
vote in person, also a person can register to vote on the day of an election. Clerk Wilson also encouraged 
boards to take a look at the election costs for 2018 when approving the new 2020/2021 budget. 
 

B. Cemetery Sexton Job Description 
Both the Cemetery Sexton and Cemetery Maintenance positions were presented to the board. Four items 

are not covered by either the Cemetery Sexton or the company that won the bid.   

1. General Maintenance of a gravesite. This would be the settling of the gravesite. Trustee Krajcovic would 

like to see Owosso Charter Township go back to when we hired an employee to do the maintenance. 

Clerk Skvarenina feels that it is hard to hire because it is a part time job and it is hard to find someone 

that can only work part time. 

2. Marking gravesites before a burial. 

3. Remove gravesite items after the summer or winter dates. 

4. Thawing gravesites during the winter season. 

A complete list of maintenance jobs will be created before the next mowing season, so we don’t have any 

issues that are not covered.  

 

C. Laura Lane 
There is still an issue with Laura Lane. Several neighbors have complained about the grass that is over a foot 
tall and an odor that is coming from that area. Weed Control will not mow the yard, as there are a lot of 
discarded items, now buried in the grass, making it not safe to mow. Attorney Bowne has contacted the 
financial institution that has the foreclosure.  The financial institution denies having any financial 
responsibilities for the property, nor having legal ownership. A letter has been sent that the property has 
become a nuisance.  
 

D. Robi & Etta - Fisher 
Supervisor reported that there has been a complaint against the property on the corner of Robi and Etta. 

Once the weeds or grass is over eight inches tall, Weed Control is called in to mow the property. Mr. Fisher, 

who owns the property, comes and prevents the Weed Control from mowing. It has become quite 

contentious. The tall grass also covers a fire hydrant. Treasurer Cudney made a motion for Attorney Bowne 

to send a letter to Mr. Fisher that legal action will be taken if Weed Control is stopped again, with a second 

from Trustee Archer. Motion passed unanimously.  

 

13. COUNTY COMMISSION/STATE REP COMMENTS 
County Commissioner Garber reported that a Finance Director has been hired. She has hit the ground running. 

Trustee Krajcovic asked what is Herradean’s title. Trustee Archer inquired if it was true that the Treasurer’s 

office is doing work that they are not suppose to do, such as bank reconciliations. Commissioner Garber replied 

that was not true and the state statute requires the Treasurer to reconcile bank statements. Clerk Skvarenina 

asked why it was allowed for so long, three years, that nothing was done about bank reconciliations not being 

done. Commissioner Garber replied that the Treasurer does not answer to anyone except the residents. Clerk 

Skvareinina then asked why wasn’t the public made aware of the fact that the Treasurer’s office was not doing 



their jobs as stated by the state statute? Commissioner Garber mentioned her letter to the editor regarding 

Commissioner Webster’s comment about bill payment.  

 

14. PAYMENT OF BILLS 
Trustee Krajcovic made a motion with support from Trustee Archer to release checks totaling $107,010.77 as 
listed on the 6-10-2019 / 7-8-19 check register.   Roll call was taken and passed unanimously. 

 
15. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
16. COMMUNICATIONS / BOARD COMMENTS / REPORTS 

1. Clerk Skvarenina reported for Mr. Doug Huyck, 4257 W. M-21, has an issue with the guy that lives on the 

corner of W. M-21 and S Sherman Road. The culvert under the neighbor’s driveway has been crushed and 

Mr. Huyck has now had extensive damage to his basement after all the rain that we received earlier this 

summer. I have called the drain commissioner and requested that the problem with the culvert be looked 

into. Apparently, it has not been either looked into or Mr. Huyck has not been talked to regarding his 

concerns.  

2. Terry Smigelski, 828 W. Wilkinson Road, wanted to know if Precinct 2 was being sold.  
 

17.  ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Treasurer Cudney with a second from Trustee Archer to adjourn the meeting.   Motion passed 
unanimously.   Meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by 
  
 
____________________________                  __________________________________ 
Patricia L Skvarenina, Clerk                      Steve Schweikert, Supervisor 
Owosso Charter Township                                Owosso Charter Township  


